Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/27 : CIA-RDP90-Ob552R000505120093-8 —

ARTICLE AFPEARED
OF PAGEB —/O

One Seriator’s One-Man InveStigafio

By PHILIP TAUBMAN
Special to The New York Tires

ROME, Feb. 8 — The spacious
lobby of the Hotel Flora, a few steps
from the congested Via Veneto, has
been the temporary office of Senator,
Alfonse M. D’Amato for the last five
days. With aides, journalists and Ital-
ian officials in tow, the New York Re--
publican has conducted a one-man in-
vestigation into the shooting of Pope -
John Paul II. - ' o :

Part substance, part show, the ef-
fort epitornizes a Washington maxim:
when the frustration of grappling with
domestic affairs becomes intense,
head overseas for a “working trip"”
that plays well back home. :

The Senator’s trip is being spon-
sored by the Commission on Security
and. Cooperation in Europe, the
American group set up to monitor

+ compliance of the 35 signatories to the
1575 Helsinki accords. The commis-
sion, whose 15 members come from -
the executive and legislative branches
of Government, is financed by Con- —°

gress. . .
Although officials in the American
Embassy here tend to view Mr, °
D’Amato’s visit as a publicity stunt, -
the trip has not been a junket revolv. -
Mr. D’Amato has been on the rug
from early morning to late evening,
meeting with senior Italian officials
and prosecutors in addition to Ameri.
can diplomats and intelligence offi-
cers. He says his interest in the assas-
sination attempt grew out.of a tripto - ..
| Italy in 1881 when be learned that the -
Pope had sent a handwritten letter'to . .
the Soviet leader, Leonid I. Brezhney,
warning that if the Russians moved 1o '
» crush the Solidarity Union movement
: inPolandhewmxldremmmPolandm-,
. bewithhis countrymen. 7. . T ]
ed the °

. . Mr. D’Amato says be
. Central igence Agency about the
Jetter and identified his source in the
Vatican when he returned to Washing- -
~ 7 Interested Constitments ~ -
The Senator believes that the Jetter
might bave contributed to Soviéet fear
of the Pope and given the Kremlin the
motivation to order his assassination.-
The Italian investigation of the attack, -
based on information provided by
Mehmet Ali Agca, the Turk convicted

: -vmrnstn_NewYork. .
- - ‘What the Senator will probably not

* fied the-Italian Em

swim.. . -Ontheshootingcase. ...,
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of the May, 1981 assault, has revealed
links between Mr. Agca and Bulgaria,
raising the possibility that the Bulgar-

" jan secret service might have have

helped plan the shooting.

While the Senator’'s hard work has
been obvious, so, too, are the domestic
political benefits of the trip. A Roman
Catholic of Italian ancestry, Mr.
D’'Amato represents a state with a
large Catholic population, including
millions of voters with Italian and Pol-
ish roots. “Clearly this matter is of in-’
terest to many-of his constituents,”

said John R. Zagame, the Senator's -

chief aide. - . . .
The Senator conducted a series of

‘press interviews before he' left the’
"United States, has made himself

availablg to reporters here and plans
to hold a news conference at Kennedy
i ‘later this week when he re-

say is bow close the trip came to being
adisaster, - T e
When he decided to make the jour-

pey several weeks ago, his staff noti-
bassy in Washing- -

‘ton and asked officials there to set up -

meetings with Government Jeaders in ..
Rome and with investigators working -

. AskedtoPostponeVisit .
achonios o Separs i pen s
to depart, Mr. e
said, the embassy said“that no meet-:
ings had been arranged. In addition,
at the Jast minute, an Italian-epeaking
staff member from the Senate Intelli-
Committee, who has followed .

Te viewed the setbacks My.

reporting that the C.LA.-had inter-

the trip. He also produced a telegram TEIED -

ican ‘Arml him!in:mester,v
- Rome, Maxwell Rabb, wging L withthetrip. ... - :
5'-*%&, he said, because be was
convinced that the Italians were seti-

" Bush. “There’s an effort to impede
-y investigation,” Mr. D’Amato said-

ontbe flight. <
Once be was in Rome, appointments
began to fall ift place, although not al-

~ways through official channels. Be-

he' could

importan
~ clearly never followed itt,xp."hecom-mv

v
———— M

clothes, Mr. D’Amato was on his way

.to a meeting with Italy’s Minister of

the Interior, Virginio Rognont, appar-
ently arranged at the last minute by
the Italian Embassy in Washington.
He returned from the meeting irri-
tated, reporting that-the minister had
. separation of
powers in Italy and explained that bt -

-vestigators did not have to brief the

Government aboyt developments in
thePopecase. = - oo.o 0t
The next morning, after a meeting
with a senior American intelligence
ofﬁcli)al at the United States Em g
Mr. 'Amato'sanggrm. ““The wa
Agca went to St. Peter’s Square to
shoot pigeons,”” he said. The charge

0
~
L]

that the C.1.A. was ignoring the case .

" and even discy ing others trom in-
vesti );ahng it became a theme of the
visit. : - Lo

_ Mr. D’'Amato was particularly G-,
censed that the C.I.A. station in Romse
had never been-informed by agencye
officials in Washington about the
Pope's letter to Mr. Brezhnev or the
identity of the Vatican official who "
told the Senator about it, +} gave them
t .information -.-and-- -thes

ndiu R saEd - -

The Semator's aides, vmdaumtd
worked phones- furi , plead-
-ing, caj&g and prwsu;i“:?otﬁdals

to meet with him. After some initial

expressions of interest by a number bt
other officials at the lg}mm Em. .

_ " bassy, the tide appeared to tum:and
: Qlesmnedavoidingmgmm.hﬁd- -

udethatsomemehadmtwmd;tm

- avoidhim, . i s S cer sy

Today, 25 Mr. D’Amato attenced a

Foreign . Minister and Justice
he -pronounced  himselt
ly satisfied and partly disap-

ously pursuing the investigation apd
had come up with solid evidence that
thI:yed ) inpxammgmeahooﬁng}y'
arole .
pmsappoimed. be said, because,
“It's been ‘clearly demonstrated that
our own intelligence services are
doing a less than adequate job.”
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